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 Abstract 

In Nigeria, every effort is being made since the colonial periods to build structures 

similar to what is thought to be prevalent elsewhere. Interestingly, in the advanced 

countries, there are strict laws governing land use. The aim of this research is to 

encourage natives of these places not to let the degradation in the forests get to a point 

when their ancestral lands would be lost. It is also a reminder to writers of the attachment 

their calling has with nature. Romantics like John Keats, William Wordsworth and Mary 

Shelley write about areas overlaid with plants. Without designating environmental issues 

the right status, literary studies will be deprived of very beneficial growth. With the 

resoluteness writers are known for, their efforts would be impactful. It is hoped that with 

this contribution, the regulations protecting forests elsewhere in the world will apply in 

Nigeria. Various governments will in effect be influenced to regulate various activities 

going on in the forests. It is recommended that governments in Nigeria should restart the 

forestation programs that was the norm in the past. The method used is by direct 

observation and by collating information on various research works on the destruction of 

the global eco-system. Finally, I demonstrate how I can practically make my own 

contribution. Materials for the essay are taken from relevant publications, newspaper 

articles and personal experiences. Attention is paid to the benefits of having a rich eco 

system, effects of urbanization and logging in places like Bayelsa and Cross River states.     
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1.0 Introduction 

Unknown to many people, we are paying dearly for showing little interest in the 

devastation taking place in our rainforests. We tend to ignore advisories being given on 

how to preserve the eco-system. In this wise, environmental activists have been engaging 

the world’s attention. The world cannot allow the flora and fauna in these forests to 

diminish considerably. Results of various campaigns have at all not been satisfactory. 

Loggers have been having the upper hand. Their activities are harmful to man. What they 

do negatively affect indigenous peoples more. The rainforests in some parts of the world 

have also been theaters of war (Ortiz). Even quite unsettling is the fact that postcolonial 

critics are not positively disposed to preservationist discourse. This is in spite of the fact 

that the history of race has been marked by inequality in terms of human rights in the 

postcolonial era. This is why Nixon remarks that we cannot ignore the “politics of purity, 

place, nation and history” (717). He goes on to observe that “Kwame Appiah, Homi 

Bhabha, Edward Said, Sara Suleri, Gayatri Chatravorty Spivak and Gauri Viswanathan" 

have encountered displacements of various kinds in their life experiences (Nixon 717). 

They therefore can relate personally to the development. In contrast, eco criticism is 

taken more seriously among American scholars. The most notable eco critics in America 

have restricted themselves to the same local environments they have championed. They 

have promoted the ideals of those places. They make reference to the transcendental 

element, which leads sometimes to inspiration in creativity. Nixon links John Elder to 

Vermont. The Sierra Nevada means a lot to Gary Snyder. Wendell Berry engages with 

Appalachian Kentucky. Nixon cites Utah in Terry Tempest William’s situation (717). Of 

course, there is a connection between displacement and eco criticism. Nixon tries to 

distinguish bioregionalism and cosmopolitanism. Bioregionalism, he quotes one Parini, 

entails natural space that is devoid of official demarcation. On the contrary, 

administrative boundaries are chaotic. I subscribe to bioregional ethics, even though I do 

not exclude the world outside of it. According to Nixon, “There is much to be said for 

this approach: it can help instill in us an awareness of our impact on our immediate 
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environment, help ground our sense of environmental responsibility" (718). We must 

definitely not overlook the gains of our firms who engage in environmental degradation 

in other continents and lands.  

 

A discipline needs to be resourceful intellectually. “Literature departments,” Nixon 

argues, “are likely to remain influential players in the greening of the humanities” (721). 

Living with nature has been celebrated “through the myths of empty lands.” This is why 

threats to the environment occasioned by development as is being championed by a local 

governor in Cross River state of Nigeria, the result of greed, should be highlighted by 

literary critics. Ecoparochialism should be suppressed while indulging in bioregionalism. 

That is why Nixon advocates for a “less exclusionary environmental ethics (719).” Eco 

literary critics have not responded satisfactorily to the “greening of the humanities.” They 

have not been enthusiastic it as they perceive it to be “elitist and can only be identified 

with the West” (Nixon 721). 

 

2.0 Locations of the Rainforests and Saving the Rainforests 

While deliberating on the right orientation for literary critics, it is important to understand 

the nature of the rainforests. Where are the rainforests located? What should be the 

objective of any set of people who want to save the planet or the rainforest? The tropical 

rainforests lie in the tropics of Cancer and Capricon of the regions of the equator of the 

world. The rainforests are found in Mexico, Central America, South America, West 

Africa, tropical Asia, the tropical Pacific Islands and Australia. The Amazon alone 

accounts for 1/3 of the world’s rainforests. An essential part of the Amazon is the 

Amazon River, which runs through the South American countries of Brazil, Venezuela, 

Colombia, Peru and Bolivia. It spills over to French Guiana. A good bulk of the Amazon 

or about 50 per cent of it is in Brazil. The next rainforest in terms of size is the Congo 

area rainforest. It boasts 18 per cent of the world’s rainforest. The Congo area covers The 

Republic of Congo, Cameroon, the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of 
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Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Nigeria. A significant bit is the one in Cross River 

state, Nigeria. Indonesia places third. It ranks number one in Asia, covering Indomalaya 

and Australasia (Butler, Fowupe 4). 

 

1.2 Saving the Rainforest 

To have a healthy life, we need the ecosystem. The rainforest is designed more than any 

ecosystem to serve this purpose. No ecosystem sustains life in terms of its biodiverse 

nature like the rainforest. A pointer to the danger we face is the fact of the rainforest 

being cut down from about 12 per cent of the earth’s vegetation some thousands of years 

ago to about 5 per cent. It is diminishing daily in size. At a wild guess, Mongobay.com 

says it is as high as 80,000 acres being lost every day. It is something we would really try 

to preserve if we know how much role it plays in our lives. How we meet some of our 

needs has telling effect on the rainforest. A richer rainforest will be beneficial to mankind 

(Fowupe 4).  

  

With sustained destruction of plants and animals in the place, the citizens would have 

their soul and their ability and the raw material for mental creativity taken from them. A 

literary critic has to be concerned about the danger the rainforest faces. He should think 

deeply about the abundance of life in that place. This is more so because the rainforest 

forms a big chunk of the world’s forest reserve. The concentration of flora and fauna in 

the rainforests cannot be matched. The rainforest’s daylong sunlight and frequent rainfall 

are remarkable and boost life immensely. A slice of a four-square rainforest can host 

about 1,500 species of birds and 150 species of butterflies. Discovery of new plants, 

insects and animals is a constant feature of the rainforest. Sadly, scientists may never lay 

their hands on numerous undiscovered species, as the species disappear due to human 

activities (Butler). A lot of drugs in circulation around the world are taken from tropical 

plants. Most of the plants identified by the US National Cancer Institute as having anti-

cancer characteristics are found only in tropical forests. Tropical species have been 
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underutilized that not up to 3 per cent of the species in the tropical forests have been 

analyzed for their pharmaceutical content. The rainforest is a big pharmaceutical treasure 

house (Norgren and Norgren 11). The rainforest absorbs carbon dioxide and releases 

oxygen, a process that allows nature to improve the air quality as much as possible. It is 

said to be the lungs of the earth. A great measure of the earth’s oxygen comes from the 

rainforest. The world owes this oxygen supply to the rainforest through a process known 

as photosynthesis. This comes to about 20% of world’s oxygen supply. Human activities 

are mostly responsible for carbon dioxide emissions. Tropical rainforests play the role of 

carbon sinks. If there are no plants to clean up this carbon dioxide, it will circulate in the 

air. The rainforest does it for free. This is why deforestation is a colossal problem 

(Hannah, Lee). Without question, the literary critic’s contribution is needed in this 

discourse.  

 

2.1 Purification of Water  

The tropical rainforest helps to maintain some order in the climate. It ensures good water 

supply. The rainforest in the Amazon, for instance, is the reservoir of one-fifth of the 

fresh water supply in the world. This is facilitated too through photosynthesis. The 

rainforest dispenses, as a result, fresh water to the atmosphere. This gathers up into 

clouds, triggering rainfall. With deforestation, water does not accumulate into cloud but 

flows unchecked into streams and oceans and evaporates (39-41 Lupiksza). Water from 

the rainforest is not locked up in the tropical regions, but reaches areas like the temperate 

regions. An American space agency National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

(NASA) report states that it was discovered by experts that loss of the rainforest has 

impact on “precipitation patterns” in all parts of the world. What happens in the Amazon 

determines to great extent rain intensity in Mexico, Texas and the Gulf of Mexico. In the 

same vein, it causes precipitation in the US, just as precipitation in China and the Balkans 

is traced to activities in the Southeast Asian forest. Deforestation in all tropical rainforests 
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results in reduction of rainfall during the winter period in California. It leads to rise in 

precipitation in the southern part of the Arabian Peninsula (39-41 Lupiksza). 

 

3.0 Degrading of the African Rainforest 

It is often forgotten that West Africa has a rainforest among the collection of rainforests. 

This rainforest is equally threatened. The fate that has befallen the Brazilian rainforest 

threatens the West African rainforest. Previously, in Nigeria, people were filled with the 

enthusiasm to participate in tree planting as a path of honor. People thought about it as a 

way of rescuing nature. The efforts that went into tree planting yielded minimal results. 

Actually, as people engage in eco-criticism, we should raise people who will be ever 

willing to protect the environment – among them, literary critics. It is necessary because 

people are not being made to realize the merits in having forests. They are not aware that 

the appetite for forest animals poses danger to their environment. The current practice is a 

blow to the environment. The authorities and the people should be taught that while 

wealth can still be generated from the forests, this does not mean complete depletion of 

the forests. The authorities must realize that turning every inch of the land into a city is 

not accomplishment (Fuwape 4-6).  

 

We are making statements about human survival when we ponder the environment. It is 

true that the purity of a place cannot be sustained for a long time. Yet, the environment 

needs our attention. An identifiable pattern is the role of global organizations like the 

World Bank and some institutions whose actions are enabled by tyrannical regimes. They 

“can destroy the delicate always mutable, mesh between cultural traditions, social justice, 

and ecosystems” (Nixon 720). This is why a group in Ecuador once organized protests 

through the “Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities against Texaco. Similarly, in 

India, farmers had despaired over the control biodiversity by large corporations. 200,000 

of them came to Delhi in the “Seed Satyagraha" protests. They stood up against “the 

reproduction and distribution of seeds from traditional farmers” (Nixon 720). In spite of 

http://www.ejlls.com/


Ebonyi Journal of Language and Literary Studies 4 (1)        January 2021 

www.ejlls.com  ISSN 9091 4582 7142 

VOL 4 

 

54 

 

hostility from the Kenyan government, the activist Wangari Maathai did not relent in the 

responsibility she set for herself to reverse the damage that had been done to the 

environment. She became a rallying point for tree planting in her country. On the other 

hand, in some extreme cases, the government of Kenya “began expropriating and selling 

off the publicly held Karura Forest to developers of luxury housing” (Nixon 720). 

University of Nairobi and Kenyatta University students were challenged to recreate what 

Maathai was doing, planting more trees. A student leader, Wycliffe Mwebe, is quoted by 

Nixon as saying it was a “moral right to defend the environment against a corrupt land 

grab” (720). 

 

3.1 The Bayelsa Rainforest; Implications for Literary Creativity  

It is distressful for the bioregionalist if the forest ceases to be inviting in future or unable 

to inspire works of art. The cost in terms of literary creativity and veneration is 

unimaginable. The wilderness, for instance, lifts the spirits of the artist. A writer living in 

Bayelsa state of Nigeria should not be indifferent to the degradation of the eco system. At 

least he or she can plan for an atmosphere that would lure other writers back to the rural 

areas. Mathaai did it in Kenya. It can be done on the pages of literature as well as in the 

forests. Being on the frontline is good. Not to be able to breathe clean air should be the 

writer’s concern. The urban drift of our literature is to be frowned at. Writers have been 

forced to abandon the local language or the cultures are concealed from them. Now, 

where culture is located is being threatened. It is a personal pursuit as well as community 

service. If one cannot do much, at least one’s impact can scale down the carnage. Writers 

are unaware that they can employ the literary platform to make pronouncements. They 

have become too cosmopolitan that they do not have any understanding of developments 

in rural areas. In writing or in their perception, nature-friendly orientation belongs to 

distant times. Nature reserved areas are now alien in the society’s consciousness.  
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For land developers, there is no policy to restrain from a lot of their illegal activities. 

Beside Cross River state, Bayelsa state would have been cited as one of the last 

strongholds of the West African rainforest. Curiously, in the Ogbia axis of Bayelsa state, 

the trips made by heavy duty vehicles into the forests are a reminder of how Africa is 

losing its rainforests. The shuttles by the vehicles go on by the hour. Everything wears 

the look of official approval, with a riverside terminal and a community heavy with 

commercial activities, all built around a timber business. Shared interest in the trade 

makes investigating the timber trade risky. However, a clue to its illegality may be the 

freedom with which police and soldiers at road blocks along the timber route flag down 

and collect money from drivers of these timber lorries. Is there a regulatory body that 

deliberately looks the other way while some business people engage in activities that 

deplete the forests? one might ask (Ihinmikaiye and Unanaonwi) 

 

Part of the wood found in the US which ends up as furniture comes from Germany. 

Logging brings in a lot of money for the Germans. The forests do not suffer. Census is 

extended to trees, which are classified and replacement of trees for the ones cut down 

followed diligently. Germany is not free from forest loss, but not much vacuum is left 

(Whiting). By Ogbia doing the opposite and throwing away these valuable resources, do 

the actors think of the numbers involved? No. It follows that as trees and plants are being 

cut down and burnt, the trees standing elsewhere are felled and delivered to consumers in 

various parts of the world (Fuwape 4-6, Ihinmikaiye and Unanaonwi). Some of the 

carbon dioxide emitted by automobiles, generators, bush burning, the burning of plastics, 

gas flaring and environmental degradation as a result of oil exploration (Ihinmikaiye and 

Unanaonwi).  

 

4.0 Logging and Deforestation 

Roy Nixon mentions corporate logging in the US. He terms wooded areas “fields of 

literary enquiry.” This is protest literature. This is not a case of “green imperialism” or 
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internal colonizers. What ecocritics have been concerned with merely corresponds with 

purity: virgin wilderness and the preservation of ‘uncorrupted’ last great places. 

Environmental writing has been rather persistent with displacement and literature of 

place. Nixon also terms it “wilderness writing.” The forest demands the attention of 

postcolonial critics. It serves many in Nigeria like any other meal source does. Nigeria’s 

forest-based economy is a large one. Wealth generation from it is huge. As a result, it is 

central to the survival of numerous “forest industries.” It is relied on for raw materials for 

timber, paper, pulp, etc. The drive to get this raw material comes with a lot of costs. In 

Nigeria, environmental regulations are lax and are rarely applied. Decisions governing 

exploitation of the resources are usually taken by the head of state, and whatever decision 

he takes is calculated to serve his personal interest or his ethnicity. The Nigerian forest is 

simply under threat from some players in the wood business. Nigerian forests fit exactly a 

place for such people to ply their trade (Fowupe 4-6). The literary environmentalist has to 

observe this intrusion and access to these commodities with the application of guidance. 

The critic can appeal to nations like America who wield a lot of influence and whose 

conglomerates are linked to these activities.   

 

Americans, for instance, are assumed to be critical thinkers. They are believed to be 

objective. They fail however when American concerns or America disregard laid down 

rules in their quest for resources in other lands. That is why Nixon remarks that: 

If your frame is Red Rock country, the United States may seem quintessentially a 

nation of questioners who seek ‘to create rather than to destroy.’ But from the 

vantage point of the 1 million Vietnamese still suffering the health consequences of 

Agent Orange, or from the perspective of vulnerable microminorities in Nigeria, 

Ecuador, or West Papua, places where American extraction industry giants like 

Chevron, Texaco, and Freeport McMoran run rampant, a reluctance to destroy may 

not seem as definitive an American value. (718)  
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Western Metal Products Company (WEMCO) as a company has been mentioned in very 

unfavorable terms as one of those firms. The company tended to pursue a course that was 

not in line with international standards. The company is based in Hong Kong, and the 

circumstances surrounding its eviction from Ogun State in Nigeria were recalled as being 

exhibited later by the same company in Cross River state. Contrary to the concession 

terms, it selected especially the hardwoods of the forest to cut down. It paid scarce 

attention to the health of the forest and to the well being of the forest dwellers. 

WEMPCO’s notoriety has been conveyed through various channels all over the world. 

That is why it is surprising the authorities yielded to pressure or allowed them to engage 

in logging in the place. The company’s disregard of the danger it caused went beyond the 

permissible, with the firm making forays into Cameroon. It threatened to destroy the food 

and nutrition source of about 2 million local people as a result of “[b]y-products of [its] 

hardwood processing mill” (Lebur). Writers as ecocrittics can bring this development to 

the notice of the authorities in Hong Kong, for the mutual interest of the people of 

Nigeria and the Chinese authorities.  

 

Forest activities around the world usually follow some laid guidelines. The existing 

practices undergo reviews, sometimes to restock the forests. It becomes necessary then 

for ecocrtics to evaluate how the present approach in Cross River state is dangerous. The 

critic can show how urgent it is before this remnant of green is wiped out. Generally, we 

can advocate minimizing our dependence on wood products (Fuwape 2003). Our use of 

wood products is quite extensive. We devise numerous things from wood. Wood use 

takes two courses. These are formal and informal purposes. According to Fuwape, the 

formal enterprise “include the organized wood-based industries such as sawmills, 

plywood mills, particleboard mills and furniture factories” (Fuwape). The informal one is 

conceived to serve at a lower level. This can be “production of firewood, charcoal, 

chewing stick and sculptured wood items (Fuwape). A Tree helps to secure the soil. It 
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enriches the soil as well as making it retain its nutrients. It processes the carbon 

discharges and replaces them with oxygen. 

 

4.1 Displacement and Postcolonialism 

The implications are grave. It explains why environmental Rights Action advocate 

Oronto Douglas identified with the struggles of the likes of Odigha Odigha and Odey 

Oyema against the excesses of some companies that are engaged in this problem. This is 

also what West Africa Rainforest Network has set out to do. It was encouraging that one-

time Cross River state governor Donald Duke brought to a close the activities of 

WEMCO (LeIbur). Curiously, defenders of the rights of the indigenous people or the 

environment are hardly literary critics. Despite the WEMCO and other disturbances, a 

good amount of flora and fauna is still concealed by the forest. A stretch of it is, however, 

in danger of being lost to urban development. The indigenous people oppose a proposed 

road network that is a combined length and width of an enormous 20-kilometer-wide, 

800-billion-naira ($2.6-billion, 2.3-billion-euro) highway (Lebur). The activities on the 

proposed highway would further destroy the forest. The question to ask is, Are the 

planners not aware that this is the largest National Park in Nigeria, and by leaving it 

untouched would prolong the life of the rainforest in Nigeria? The Wildlife Conservation 

Society (WCS) criticized the scheme for lack of openness and consultation by the Cross 

River state government (Lebur). Its remoteness has been helpful. But, the type of 

highway planned for the place would keep it within reach of movement of trucks and 

men. While the traffic volume would be high, the place would be subjected to the usual 

noise and invasion by some industrialists (Lebur). Apart from the irritating presence of 

goods and services, by carrying this out, it would also dispossess the people of their 

lands. It was disguised as development, but a culture unknown to the area would be 

imposed on the indigenes. The forest area is also where the local people obtain their 

protein, through the ‘bush meat.’ The animals’ domain therefore has become smaller as 
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the animals are dislodged. With the approach of humans from outside, the normal cycle 

has been broken.  

 

For the local woman in a typical Nigerian society, she has abandoned the land, to which 

she was attached. The role of the woman as a result of colonialism has undergone 

changes. Previously, she expressed herself in various ways through the land. Her role has 

been reduced in the postcolonial period as a result of dispossession. She cannot fulfill her 

feminine role as the traditional setting was replaced by global realities. It is revealed 

more clearly as it is reported in Joys of Motherhood by Buchi Emecheta how men give up 

the land and apply their energy in the cities.  Nwokocha Agbadi a character in the novel 

reasons “that only lazy men who could not face farm work went to the coast to work, 

leaving the land which their parents and great-grandparents had worked and cared for” 

(Nfah-Abbenyi 708). Nfah-Abbenyi states that the women’s “complaints are grounded by 

the fact that when their husbands become part of and are consumed by the (post)colonial 

economy, the women resent how their positions, roles, and influence are substantially 

eroded by their non-ownership of land/or farms in Lagos” (708). The colonial experience 

reset everything to alienate the woman. She thus has withdrawn from her position as an 

equal partaker in running the family’s affairs. It is in this light that Anfah-Abbenyi 

remarks that “the contribution that women made to the economy and welfare of the 

family partially came from their work on the land thus promoting an acceptable sexual 

division of labor and creating a balance in gender relations. […] displacement and non-

ownership of land and/or farms are not only represents the loss of a vital source of power 

for women” (Nfah-Abbenyi 708). Nfah-Abbenyi goes on to say that “the urban setting 

destroys an important and essential link to one’s land, one’s home, and one’s identity. 

They see the relation to the urban environment as more destructive and less gratifying 

than constructive” (Nfah-Abbenyi 708-709).  
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4.2 Direct Involvement in Reforestation 

Bearing in mind what roles pastoral literature in the Romantic era plays in literature, I 

would like to physically intervene in saving the forests. This is more so as writers like 

David Thoreau, John Keats, William Wordsworth and Mary Shelley elevate the 

wilderness or nature in their writing, I believe that understanding the dynamics of 

vegetation is important. We can encourage nature poets in this part of the world. We must 

protect ancestral shrines and trees that are being destroyed by the day. One has to have 

climate information, as well as information on mortality of given trees and the speed of 

growth of the trees. Using data would provide a lot of answers. I would plan a tree’s life, 

from seed to full maturity. I would pursue any scheme that would pass given tests, 

thereby sparing resources. To achieve my aims, I would engage some local people. The 

work would meet the little needs of these people. The people surely would overlook the 

difficult rounds involved in the work, and would be filled with excitement, given the 

difference their efforts would make. They would be happy at the change they would 

make by the collective life their input would contribute in an area that had been scorched 

by wild fires or subjected to logging. They would also acquire basic skills in computing, 

horticulture and commerce. Fires are a way of life here. There would be endeavors not to 

suffer setback from fire outbreaks. Trees that could suffer damage to their leaves and 

stems, but would rebound through their roots, would form a good part of the population. 

There would be trees planted as buffer, to shield others. Attention would be given to 

maintenance of the forest eventually. 

 

I can encourage the Federal University of Otuoke to invest in a tree husbandry scheme 

and to have a garden like the ones in universities in Germany. One is surrounded by 

bricks in Nigerian urban areas. I might therefore extend urban tree planting to cities in 

Nigeria. We may have to start with nearby Yenagoa or Owerri. Parks like they have in 

Germany can be suggested for these cities. Surely, one would be dealing sometimes with 

post-fire vegetation conditions like degraded lands. I would ascertain the characteristics 
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of the soil. I would target enrichment planting. Software would be used to measure the 

sizes, dimensions and quality of trees. Genetically, plants are diverse. Native or 

Indigenous plants would be chosen for reforestation. Exotic plants would be added as 

well. This is considering the fact that there are mangrove forest, fresh water swamp forest 

and low land rain forest in the area. Natural and artificial regeneration methods would be 

applied and trees like tecton grandis, eucalyptus spp., pinus spp. and gmelina arborea 

would most likely be on the list of trees to be planted. I would be working with locals for 

whom, like me, farming and tree planting come natural. Work would be done in 

conjunction with the landscape unit of Federal University Otuoke, where I lecture, the 

Bayelsa State Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources and the Bayelsa State 

Ministry of the Environment. The two ministries are the regulatory bodies on land and 

forestry affairs. Further, I would endeavor to magnify the issue to make it visible to 

writers and literary critics alike.  

 

5.0 Conclusion 

Instead of gaining from the promises of globalization, the people’s lives are devalued. 

Ferrying slaves out of Africa counted also as displacement. Depletion of the rainforest 

follows this pattern. It should be everyone’s duty to play a role to stem this depletion. In 

places like Bayelsa and Cross River states, people must distinguish between 

recolonization of forests and outright logging. When, in addition to carting away woods, 

developers span out into far and near places in a race to exploit the places, the activities 

confirm our worst fears. There is a flutter in the country with the scramble for land in 

urban areas. There is a need to extend laws prevalent in the cities to forest reserves. The 

existing practice of logging in Nigeria must undergo reviews to restock the forest. The 

present approach in Nigeria is not acceptable. With regard to the Cross River State 

National Reserve, particularly, there is a need to expand it spatially so that it will always 

be a part of the family of forests. When contemplating reforestation, the question experts 

ask is, what is the eco content of the replacement? It is not rational to create a vacuum or 
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not to reproduce a similar life in the place. In this regard, some tree types are worth 

recommending. There are trees like Gmelina arborea and Cassia siamea which are known 

for their fast growth (Fuwape).  

 

With regard to the planned project in Cross River state, the flow of modern amenities 

from the highway would not lighten the burden of the local people. Already, the supply 

of wildlife has dwindled because of the park, as the natives were cut off from the park. 

The process of losing even more by placing the forest at the disposal of speculators 

would be terrible (Lebur). Commercial impulses make entrepreneurs treat the 

environment in a manner that gives several observers concern. Before any piece of land is 

given up for a highway, international bodies must be intimated of the potential danger to 

the environment. The government should refrain from granting concessionaires to foreign 

firms. The state has to appreciate the fact that it played no role in furnishing these forests 

with resources. Rather, the authorities met the forests in those places. The local people 

should be allowed to exercise that right of choice of keeping their habitation the way it 

had been. The writer too should attend to these issues. He or she should have and show 

fondness for the environment. The writer can convey this by direct participation in tree 

planting or any form of environmental protection activity.   
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